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Requisitions of the Gospel—No. 3. 


Said the blessed Redeemer, “If any 
man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow me.”——Luke ix., 23. This 
laconic declaration comprises the chief 
distingnishing characteristics of the 
Christian. religion. The, Lord Jesus 
never sought to decoy the children of 
men into his kindom ; hence he desires 
that any one wishing to become 
© his disciple, should be ignorant of the 
> trials and difficulties incident to a faith- 
“@ ful discharge of Christian duty. To 
® those who had manifested a disposition 
to leave all and follow him, he said, 
the world, you shall have tribula- 
tion. They shall put you out “4 ne 
syn es; yea, the time cometh that 
Killeth you, will think that 
he doeth God service.” The unre- 
strained gratification of the fleshly lusts 
and appetites, forms a chief excellence 
of almost every false religious system. 
Christianity on the other hand, calls 
™ for self-denial. It is chiefly by a faith- 
7 ful and unreserved submission to this 
 ‘livine requisition, that the disciples of 
® Jesus are distinguished as “a peculiar 


ere are many in the present age, 
™ who seek the favor of doa without 
self-denial—while their affections are 
q 5 


‘set upon the treasures of earth. While 
they speak of the world, and are thor- 
oughly conformed to the world, they 
desire to be accounted the friends of 
God. They would fain serve both God 
and mammon. While their hearts go 
out after the riches, honors, and plea- 
sures of the world, they assume an in- 
terest in the undefiled and imperishable 
treasures of heaven. Know ye not,” 
said an embassador of Christ, “‘ that 
the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God? hosoever, therefore, will 
be a friend of the world is the enemy 
of God.’’ ‘* The lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,”’ 
serve to give direction to the thoughts 
and conduct of the children of this 
world; they love not a life of self- 
denial. They prefer the empty vanities 
and ephemeral pleasures of this world, 
to the transcendently ais and sub- 
lime excellencies, the beatific joys and 
imperishable honors of the paradise of 
God. Their hopes extend not beyond 
the precincts of time, and their vision 
is bounded by the dreary mansions of 
the tomb. In order to be accounted 
faithful disciples of Christ, it is indis- 
pensably necessary to practise self-de- 
nial. But, says one, ‘*Of what must 
we deny ourselves, in order to secure 
the approbation of heaven?’ Let us 


hear Paul: ‘‘ For the grace of God that 
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bringeth salvation hath seven unto 
all men, teaching us that, denying un- 
odliness and worldly lusts, we should | 
five soberly, righteously, and gone 
in this-present world.”’ All ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts must be denied. 
Jesus Christ must appear the chiefest 
among ten thousand, and the one alto- 
gether lovely. The love of the world 
must be eclipsed by the love of God. 
‘Tf any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him.”’ A lovely 
- young man once came to the Savior, and 
propounded one of the most interesting 
rtant questions that ever en- 
the attention of mortal intelli- 
Good Master, what shall I 
o that I may inherit eternal life?” 
Jesus responded, ‘Thou knowest the 
commandments, Do not commit adul- 
tery, do not kill, do not steal, do not 
bear false witness, defraud not, honor 
thy father and mother.” The young 
man replied, ‘* All these have I ob- 
served from my ‘youth. Then Jesus 
_beholding him, loved him, and said 
unto him, One thing thou lackest: go 
thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven; and come, 
take up the cross and followme. And 
he was sad at that saying, and went 
away grieved, for he had great posses- 
sions.” This young man possessed a 
good moral character; he had dis- 
charged his duty to man, but his love 
of property was superior to his respect 
for the divine Redeemer, and the best 
concerns of an endless existence beyond 
the precincts of mortality. He pre- 
ferred the momentary enjoyment of an 
earthly possession, to the unfading joys 
of an endless life in the blissful man- 
sions of the paradise of God. While 
wedded to the present world, he de- 
sired to have the pleasing assurance of 
eternal life and undying bliss beyond 
the grave. Like many in the present 
age of the world, he was desirous of 
serving God without any sacrifice. 
Had some men the assurance that no 


sacrifice of time or money would be 
required, they would fain be numbered 
among the disciples of Jesus of Naza- 
reth. Such men are unfit for the king- 
dom of God. They would make Chris- 
tianity subservient to the sordid inter- 
ests of the present world. Having 
devoted all their time and energies to 
the acquisition of earthly treasures, 
they would share in thé incorruptible 
and undefiled inheritance of the saints 
beyond the grave. 

The love of earthly possessions is 
debarring myriads of our fellow men 
from the church of the living God, and 
leading them in the broad road to in- 
terminable ruin. Some are ready to 
say, ‘‘almost thou persuadest me to 
be a Christian ;” but they are fearful 
lest the service of God should conflict 
with their temporal interests. ‘* Their 
inward thought is, that their houses 
shall continue forever, and their dwel- 
ling places to all generations.”” They 
can find no time to search the blessed 
volume of divine inspiration; they ac- 
cept not of mercy 
80 iously presented by the lovel 
“They seem to 
the high interests of the unbounded 
future, till summoned to leave all their 
earthly possessions, and go to the house 
appointed for all the living. They sue 
for mercy when it is ever astingly too 
late. ‘* Because I have called,” saith 
the Lord, ‘“‘and ye refused; I have 
stretched out my hand, and no man re- 
garded; but ye have set at nought all 
my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof; I also will laugh at your ca- 
lamity, I will mock when your fear 
cometh, when your fear cometh as 
desolation, and your destruction cometh 
as a whirlwind; when distress and an- 

ish cometh upon you. Then shall 
they call upon me, but I will not an- 
swer; they shall seek me early, but 
they shall not find me, for that they 
hated knowledge, and did not choose 
the fear of the Lord; they would none 


of my counsel, they despised all my 
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reproof. Therefore shall they eat of 
the fruit of their own way, and be filled 
with their own devices.’’ Such is the 
sad fate of those who put their trust in 
the mammon of unrighteousness, and 
turn a deaf ear to all the kind and mer- 
ciful entreaties of Prince Immanuel. 
The love of dress and worldly amuse- 
ments, also serves as a preventive to 
an open and unreserved submission to 
the divine requisitions of the gospel. 
The glittering tinsel of costly apparel, 
the vain ostentation of the thoughtless 
and giddy, and the trifling amusements 
of the world, have shut out from the 
minds of thousands the glorious and 
effulgent rays emanating from the sun 
of righteousness. “Tf our gospel be 
hid,’ says Paul, “it is hid to them 
that are lost: in whom the God of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them 
that believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious gos el of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them.” 
Some men are lost, irretrievably lost, 
even in the present world. The 
of this world blinds the minds of the 
children of men, by* causing some sub- 


her mother, and the daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law; anda man’s 
foes shall be they of his own household. 
He that loveth father or mother more 
than me, is not worthy of me; and he 
that loveth son or daughter more than 
me, is not worthy of me. He that find- 
eth his life shall lose it, and he that 
loseth his life for my sake, shall find 
it. If any man come to me, and hate 
not his father and mother, and wife, 
and children, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot 
be my disciple.” 

Such are the manifest requisitions 
of the gospel. For the love of the di- 
vine Redeemer, the names of the most 
affectionate parents have been cast out 
as evil, the dutiful son has been ex- 

ed to the hellish malice of infuriated 
infidelity, while the lovely daughter 
has been driven from the home of her 
childhood to wander an exile among 
strangers. An inexpressible desire for 
immortality, and the pleasing and 
happy prospect of an unfading diadem 
of glory in the imperishable heavens 
have led myriads to the stake, an 


lunary object to intercept the heavenly} caused them to exult under the most 


light of the gospel. This object being 
more deeply seated in the affections 
than even the inexpressible delights of 
an endless life in heaven, will effectu- 
ally prevent the access of divine truth. 
And without the removal of this object, 
in vain will be tendered the rich con- 
solations of the gospel, the ineffable 
joys of the heaveniy Canaan, and plea- 
sures unsullied at God’s right hand 
forevermore. He that loves his earthly 
possessions, or the transient pleasures 
of this world more than Jesus Christ, 
can have noinheritance in the kingdom 
of heaven. 
you,”’ said the Savior, ‘‘ that forsaketh 
not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple. Think not that I am come 
to send peace on earth; I came not to 
send peace, but a sword. For I am’ 


come to set a man at variance against 


‘Whosoever he be of} 


prchewgre tortures, that could pos- 
sibly be inflicted by the blood-thigsty 
emissaries of the Prince of darkness. 
The true disciples of Christ. will follow 
him at the peril of every earthly pos- 
session. For Azs sake, they are ready 
to suffer the confiscation of their earthly 
goods, to forsake houses and lands, to 
eave father and mother, and sacrifice 
even life itself, ‘*‘ knowing that in hea- 
ven. they have a better and an enduring 
substance.” Wm. M. Ror. 
Buchanan, July 18, 1857. 


Wayside Sketches—No, 


From Dubuque, we took passage on 
a beautiful steamer for Davenport, 
‘Iowa. On the trip, we passed several 
thriving villages on either side of the 


his father, and the daughter againet 


‘river—but asa general thing, the towns 
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_ on the Lowa side exhibited the greatest 
evidence of ‘rapid growth and pros- 
perity. 

The boat, although in every respect 
comfortable, had on board all the ac- 
companiments of a floating hell. The 
bar which appeared to be well stored 
with every conceivable variety of in- 
toxicating beverages and their accom- 
paniments, cavendish and cigars, was 
liberally patronized by a large majority 
of the passengers. The card tables 
also formed one of the chief attractions 


to the tobacco-chewing, cigar-smoking, 


whisky-drinking portion of the com-| 


pany. 
The boat had gone but a few miles, 


when our attention was arrested by the 
vociferations of one of the passengers 
sitting between the dar and the first 
card table. We approached the lo- 
cality, and found he was entertaining 
his auditors with a disquisition on the 
beauties of American slavery. He in- 
formed us that, although born in a free 
State, he had for several years lived in 
Missouri, and was now a slaveholder— 
that the institution of slavery was ne- 
cessary to the full development of the 
agricultural interests of the country— 
that no reliance could be put in free 
labor, inasmuch as that class of laborers 
would, whenever they considered them- 
selves aggrieved, leave the proprietors 
of large- farms and seek employment 
elsewhere; whilecompulsory measures 
could be used to keep the slaves at 
work. He gave it as his opinion, that 
the slaves were better off than they 
would be if freed; but he was espe- 
cially eloquent upon the scriptural war- 
rant for slavery. Commencing back 


at Noah’s wine-surfeit, he brought up 


| know that the safety of the traveling 


all the Scripture “proofs”! capping 
his climax with that notable fugitive 


{slave case recorded by the apostle Paul 


in his letter to Philemon. Indeed, he 
was so fluent in his quotations, that 
we might have taken him for a “safe 
ground ’”’ pro-slavery preacher, only he 
was a little too drunk / 

Immediately after the supper dishes 


were removed, a small, sallow-com- 


plexioned, lean looking Jew, some 
thirty-five or forty years of age, com 
menced unpacking a large trunk and 
depositing the contents (which proved 
to be an assortment of low priced gaudy 


jewelry,) upon one of the vacant tables 


over which he had previously spread a 
piece of oil-cloth, bearing on its surface 
all the figures from 1 to 40. Upon 
each of these figures he placed some 
article of jewelry, of greater or less 
value. He then produced a box of 
dice, the whole number of dots corres- 
ponding with the ‘highest number on 
the canvass. He announced to the 
crowd that any one’ could have one 
throw of the dice by paying fifty cents, 
and be entitled to the piece of jewelry 
upon the figure corresponding with the 
number of the dots he might turn up 
by the throw. Many seemed eager to 
bite at this new hook, and we saw sev- 
eral of them fleeced of their money. 
Why is it that no company has ever 
attempted to run a line of boats on any 
of our great thoroughfares, on strictly 
temperance principles? We think pub- 
lic sentiment demands a reform in ref- 
erence to steamboat morality, and we 


community demands it. Just abolish 
intoxicating liquors from s 
and the work is done. Where there is 


j 
! 
° 
4 


NorTH-WESTEEN CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


69 


no whisky there will be no gambling, 
and not a tythe of the profane and ob- 
scene language which now pollutes the 
atmosphere of all such localities. 

The ‘‘Rapids’’ which commence some 
ten miles above Rock Island, and con- 
tinue to the foot of that island, are a 
serious natural obstruction to the navi- 
gation of the Upper Mississippi, espe- 
cially in low water, but the railroad 
bridge thrown across the river at the 
foot of the island, forms an artificial 
one of much greater magnitude. The 
main channel of the river is on the 
Iowa side of the island, and that part 
of the bridge between the island and 
Davenport is composed of five arches, 
besides the aperture where the “draw” 
is placed to admit the passage of steam- 
boats without taking down their chim- 
neys. When the river is full, the cur- 
rent forms so strong that it is with 
difficulty that a boat can descend with- 
out being stove—and in ascending with 
such a stage of water, it requires a 
very heavy amount of steam to make 
any progress whatever. Rafts and flat: 
boats are in especial danger in passing 
the bridge, and we learned that some 
ten men were drowned there from the 
wrecking of a raft, the day we passed 
under it. 

To say that Davenport is naturally 
one of the most beautiful situations for 
a city in the whole West, would only 
be to re-say what every traveler who 
has ever been there has said before 
us—and to say that the energy and en- 
terprise of its inhabitants have made it 
assume all the features of an actual 
city, would be giving the reader who 
has not been there, but a faint idea of 


the richly-laden store houses, splendid 


chureh and school edifices, and tasteful 
dwellings, which spread over an area 
of miles, and adorn the broad gas-lit 
streets upon which they have been 
reared. 

Our brethren there have a very good 
congregation, and in our judgment a 
model meeting house. It combines neat- 


‘ness with durability and convenience, 


while superfluity and gaudiness are en- 
tirely avoided. We delivered one dis- 
course on Lord’s Day evening, after hav- 
ing spoken in the morning tothe “Long 
Grove’’ congregation, some. thirteen 
miles in the country. Wesaw nocon- 
gregation during our tour, (and very 
seldom at any other time,) where we 
met with such unmistakable evidence 


of fraternal regard as was manifested 


at Long Grove. The brethren did not 


simply say to us, *‘ Depart in peace, 
be ye warmed and filled,” but they 
bestowed liberally that ‘‘ material aid ” 
which is so indispensable to procuring 
a comfortable subsistence in this oe 
hearted world. 

The country in the vicinity of the 
Grove, and indeed almost all the way 
from Davenport, will, as an agricul- 
tural district, rank as first rate—and a 
large portion of it is, for the age of the 
country, wellimproved. A fertile soil, 
healthy climate, good citizens, and re- 
ligious privileges, all combine to render 
it a desirable locality to those who de- 
sign being tillers of the soil—one of 
the most honorable and independent 
avocations ever engaged in by any of 
the descendants of Adam. J. B. 


The liberal soul shall be made fat; 
and he that watereth shall be watered 
also himeelf. 
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Letters to Alexauder Campbell—No. 14. 


THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW—ITS MORALITY. 


“And stranger is a holy name.” Svorr. 
Brotuer CampsEtt: When Paul 
exhorted the Hebrews—*‘be not forget- 
ful to entertain s rs,’ he ought, . 
it seems, to have added, ‘unless they 


you must not entertain them, except 


gry, and clothing the naked, visiting 
the sick, and those in prison, or depriv- 
ed of liberty. It is in making com- 
mon cause with our blessed Master, in 
striving to alleviate the sex great woes 
of humanity; for here is the epitome 
of all human woe, set forth in that or- 
acle which ante-dates the doom, for 


eternity, of all men—the deprivation 
are ‘runaway Slaves,’ in which case|of f 


, of drink, of clothing, of home, 
and friends, of health, of Liserry. Hu- 


for the purpose of delivering them\manity can suffer no more. But do 


again to their masters.” Won’t you 


coming revision of the Scriptures? But 
in Paul’s time there would have been 


_ @ greater difficulty than now; as there 


was no presumption from color then. 
But of this again. But you wonld 
entertain him, you say. Yes, truly; 
and if his master appears at your door 
before the stranger has risen in the 
morning, you would go to the bed of 
the sleeper and assist in fastening the’ 
hand-cuffs on his wrists—would you ? 


But you have told others to doso! 


‘*Take heed,” says Paul, he may be an 
angel in disguise. Had Lot been on 
the look-out for Runaway Slaves, he 
would have thought the ap nee of 


' “two Mern’’ that came to the gates of 


Sodom in the evening, rather suspi- 
cious. They seemed afraid to Trust 
any one. They said, ‘‘we will abide in 
the street all night.” But Lot rexr, if 
he did not say— 
*‘And stranger is a holy name.” 

He won their confidence by his earnest 
manner, they turned into his honse, 
and his hospitality saved himself and 
family. | 

But come, and let us look at each 
other in the face; and now give me 
your recipe for the heart-ache, tell me 
the way of peace—show me the path 
of happiness. Is it slave catching ¢ 
I tell you I must become an Atheist 
first! No, Sir, the path of happiness 
for you, and for me, and for every man, 
is the path of doing good—of making 
others happy. It is in feeding the hun- 


you sup 
get that inserted as a note in the forth- 


that any friend of the 
poor and down trodden of earth can 
ever be made to feel unhappy in the 
present time, or in the anticipation of 
the awards of the Great rte for hav- 
ing comforted and assisted the poor 
Fugitive in getting away from his mas- 
ter? I tell you Nay! 6 feel the ‘‘oil 
of gladness,’’ as Chalmers speaks, 


‘And then we sleep so sweet at night.” 


O, sir, I only wish that I could assist 
away & hundred of them every day of 
my life!! O! if I could perform such 
a Jabor that it could be said of me, 
when dead, as Lamartine said of Wil- 
berforce, ‘‘He went up to Heaven with 
a million broken fetters.”’ 

My brother, I would earnestly rec- 
ommend you to the carefal reading of 
the 58th chapter of the Prophet Isaiah, 
as you recommended to brother Boggs 
the reading of the Epistle to Philemon. 
You cannot bave read that with any 
care for the last fifteen years. Let me 
refresh your memory with three verses. 
‘Is not this the fast that I have chosen,to 
loose the bands of wickedness, to undo 
the heavy burdens, to let the oppress- 
ed go free, and that ye break every 
yoke.’ ‘Is it not to deal thy bread to 
the hungry, and that thou bring the 
poor that are cast out to thy house ?”’ 
‘When thon seest the naked that thou 
cover him, and that thou hide not thy- 
self from thine own flesh?”” And what 
will be the consequence of all this? 
Will it be “shame and confusion of 


face” —guilty conscience, remorse, mis- 
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ery, wretchedness? Hear the word of 
the Lord: ‘* Zhen shall thy light break 
forth as the morning, and thy health 
shall spring forth speedily, and thy 
righteousness shall go before thee; the 

lory of the Lord shall be thy reward.”’ 

hat will I do; I will still keep trying 
to have the “oppressed go free” —try- 
ing to “break every yoke.’ I am 
pleased with the promised results; and 
then I like the security, as Dean Swift 
said to his people, when he wanted 
their money for the building of a hos- 
pital, and read them these words: ‘‘He 
that hath pity on the poor lendeth to 
Lord; that which he hath given will He 
pay him again.” ‘‘Now, my friends,”’ 
said the Dean, “if you like the secu- 
rity, down with your dust.”’ 

But to turn and look a little at the 
other side of this matter: do you be- 
heve that any man living could feel 
very happy for a day or a week after 
having assisted to hand-cuff a r 
Fugitive, and send him back to whips 

chains? I tell you Nay; the canker 
worm would gnaw at his heart, scorpi- 
ons would sting him, and , 


“Ghosts of unforgiven crimes 
Murder his rest. 


And now, in conclusion of this 
branch of the argument, let me ask 

ou solemnly in the presence of your 
Maker, before whom will: soon 
appear, have you ever brought your 
sophistry and special pleading, in favor 
of Slavery and the Fugitive Slave Law, 
and placed them in juxta-position with 
the great feature of the Christian Dis- 
pensation, by which it is contra-distin- 
guished from the law of Moses, viz. 
that it is written “upon the Acarts of 
men, not on tables of stone.” How 
can ——e be put into the heart of 
a man? It must be by softening and 
subduing, as the dews and rains of 
heaven soften and dissolve and subdue 
the hardenedearth. David says, **Thy 
law have [ hid in my heart.’”’ And he 
elsewhere explains the :‘O, how 


Llove thy law, it is daily my delight.’ 


There can nothing enter our hearts but 
the things that we can love. Truly, 
then, there is no power in the universe 
that can put dhy part of the law of Sla- 


very into the Aeart of any being in the 


world. 
Yours, for the religion of the heart. 
M. 8. Crapp. 


For the North-Western Christian Magazine. 


American Slavery—its Effects on the 
White Man and the Black Man. 


Brotsaer Boees: am one of those 
who have been brought up under the 
baneful influence of free society, and 


when a mere boy was taught to read 


by those who had the charge of me 
during the nursery years ; and through 


the influence of teachers and parents, 
and now and then an incendiary pub- 


lication, I early imbibed an aversion 
to one of those institutions which the 
Richmond Examiner says, * Our Vir- 
ginia fathers handed down to us, as 
distinct as that of the Godhead—and 
each alike essential to the well-being 


jof society. That institution is the 


‘domestic, or plantation government.’”’ 
This dislike will undoubtedly consti- 
tute me in the view of our Southern 
friends, an, ‘“‘Adbolitionist ;”’ and for 
fear that some of your readers may not 
understand the full import of the term, 
allow me to give the definition accord- 
ing to that noted lexicographer, B. H. 
Allen of Missouri: ‘“The mass of which 
he is composed is the quintessence of 
putrefaction ; his eyes are ignited with 
the fire of Aades, his heart is the color 
of ebony jet, and his hands are being 
imbued with the blood of his own kin- 
dred.” To those who are acquainted 
with that portion of the Northern 

ple who are hostile to that terrible sys- 
tem of oppression, one hour of which 
is fraught with more misery than years 
of that our fathers opposed—who er 
their virtue, their intelligence, and their 
high toned morality, this definition 


appears most contemptibly silly, and 
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_ shows it to be the creature of an addle- 
headed orator, who pants for distinc- 
tion by vilifying a class of men who 
love liberty, and by eulogizing a sys- 
‘tem which makes of the negro popu- 
lation ‘“‘a nation of heathen in our 
very midst.” 3 

Nor are the evil effects of slavery con- 
fined to the negro; the law of compen- 
sation is divine, and we cannot degrade 
and brutalize our fellow men without 
degrading and brutalizing ourselves. 
We find that in the slave States almost 
one-tenth of the free white population 
over twenty years of age, are unable to 
read and write; while in the free States, 
where there is every thing which is 
hateful and pernicious, according to 
the Richmond Examiner, free men, 
free labor, free schools, &c., there is 
only one in one hundred and fifty who 
are unable to read and write, and of 
this number according to Horace Mann, 
whose authority is unimpeachable, four- 
fifths are foreigners, for whose ignor- 
ance neither we nor our institutions 
are responsible, which would leave but 
one in seven hundred and fifty who is 
unable to read and write. In Connecti- 
cut, out of 163,843 free white persons 
over twenty years of age, there are 
only 526 who are unable to read and 
write; while in the model slave State 
of Sonth Carolina, out of only 111,663 
free. white persons over twenty years 
of age, there are 20,615 who cannot 
read and write! Ifa lack of the know- 
ledge of reading and writing was the 
only abuse which the slave sustained, 
and the only objection that could be 
urged against the institution, still the 
wrongs against him as a man, which 
are the necessary concomitants of such 
an act, should receive the unreserved 
condemnation of every Christian and 
philanthropist. But this is only one 
of a score of wrongs, each of which is 
alike deadening and crushing to every 
faculty of his nature. One of. the 
wrongs which secures their degrada- 
tion as completely as any other, is the 


fact that ‘‘ Negro marriages are neither 
recognized nor protected by law.” 
‘Slaves cannot marry,”’ says the Civil 
Code of Louisiana, art. 182, ‘‘ without 
the consent of their masters, and their 
malri do not produce any of the 
civil effects which result from such 
contracts.”’ 

Marriage,”” says De Wette, ‘is 
genuine only when single and perma- 
nent. It is then, also, the first and 
most important institution of human 
existence—the foundation of all civili- 
zation and culture—the root of church 
and State. It is the most intimate 
covenant of heart formed among man- 
kind; and thousands are first made 
aware by it that they have within them 
a nobler impulse and a nobler want 
than to labor, to acquire, and to enjoy. 
It is the union of manly strength with 
feminine gentleness; the me of 
masculine rudeness by female delicacy ; 
and, for innumerable persons, the only 
relation in which they feel the true 
sentiments of humanity. It gives scope 
for every human virtue, since each of 
these is developed from the love and 
confidence which here predominate. It 
unites all which ennobles and beautifies 
life—sympathy, kindness of will and 
deed, gratitude, devotion, and every 
delicate, intimate feeling. As the only 
asylum for true education, it is the first 
and last sanctuary of human culture. 
As husband and wife, through each 
other, become conscious of complete 
humanity, of every humane feeling and 
every humane virtue—so children at 
their first awakening in the fond cov- 
enant of love between parents, both of 
whom are tenderly concerned for the 
same object, find an image of complete 
humanity leagued in parental love. 
The spirit of love which ‘prevails be- 
tween them, acts with creative power 
upon the young mind, and awakens 
every germ of goodness within it. This 
invisible, uncalculated, and incalcu- 
lable influence of parental life, acts 
more upon the child than all the efforts 
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of education by means of instruction, 
precept, and exhortation.” 

How true and yet how faint a pic- 
ture of the vast influence for good, of 
the institution of marriage! But if 
marriage thus unites all, while it en- 
nobles and beautifies life—if, as a means 
of education, its influence is uncalcu- 
lated and incaleulable, what must be 
the moral degradation of that people 
to whom marriage is denied? Must 
not the d ation also be uncalcu- 
lated and incaleulable? And yet such 
is the condition of the slaves! And 
now while in one half of the Union 
adultery is not only permitted, but en- 
couraged and legalized—while one half 
of the Union is converted into a,stu- 

ndous brothel, where for gain the 

her sacrifices the virtue of his own 
child—and to tell the plain unvarnished 
truth, the brother owns the body of his 
sister and the sister that of the brother. 
If the father wishes to repair the wrong 
he has done his child, the law forbids 
him to teach it to read or write. Should 
he be embarrassed in his pecuniary 
affairs and unable to pay his debts, his 
child may be seized in its very cradle 
and sold at auction. And is it not 
right, is it not ble to Divine 
Providence, that a child should be sold 
to pay his father’s debts? How fitting 
for the Rev. Mr. Jones and Bishop 
Freeman to teach such a vendible com- 
modity to say, **Thou shalt honor thy 


father and thy mother.” While this | pos 


state of things exists, where is the 
periodical or paper which advocates 
the principles of the Reformation, (ex- 
cept the Magazine.) which takes a de-| 
cided stand against these monstrous 
wrongs? If the Christian community 
in the United States would use their 
influence for*the suppression of these 
evils, how soon would they change 
= opinion, and be the means of 

king every yoke and letting the 
oppressed go free. But, Brother Boggs, 
go on; you have the prayers and co- 


men and women in the North, who 
scorn longer to countenance and rever- 
ence bad men because they bear great 


names. 


Though you may not live to see the “> _ 


jubilee—though you may fall ere the 
victory 1s won—may you, like the im- 
mortal Wolfe, be cheered by the shouts 
of your compatriots, of ‘‘ They fly, they 
jy 

May the Lord prosper you, and give 
you strength to su y meet all 
opposition., 

Yours, sincerely, M.D. L. N. 
West Point, Iowa, March 27, 1857. 


‘Vor the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
Reply to V.’s Arguments on setting 
apart Church Officers. 


Brotuer Boeas: In the May No., 
current volume of the Magazine, we 
find an article headed, ‘*‘ What officers 
had the primitive churches—were the 
set apart by the imposition of hands,” 
and signed V.; to which, by your per- 
mission, we will offer the following 


pon the first of these items this 
writer makes some very appropriate 
remarks, the sum of which is given in 
these words: ‘* Thus it is seen, that in 
the primitive churches the officers were 


| Bishops or Elders, and Deacons.” To 


this we agree; but upon the second 
item, *‘ were they set apart by the im- 
ition of hands,” he has shown him- 
self to be in the fog, and his far-fetched 
and labored arguments faz/ to establish 
the truth of his negative proposition. 

The very first proof-text he brings 
forward, is fatal to his cause. He says, 
“that the apos 
Elders by the imposition of hands, is 
plainly shown by this text, Acts 14: 
23—‘And when » and Bar- 
nabas) had ordain em Elders in 
every church, and had prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the 
Lord on whom they believed.’ ”’ 


operation of thousands of true hearted | 


Now, since this writer is laboring to 


tles ded not set apart 


* 
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show the process of “‘setting apart”’ 
church officers—and as he has intro- 
duced this passage to prove that they 
were not apart’? by the imposi- 
“tion of hands—we will proceed to show 
that this text does not sustain him, but 
that it teaches precisely the reverse of 
what he is laboring to prove. 

The work of ** setting apart’’ elders, 
as clearly shown in this text, is first, 
to “‘ordain;” second, to “pray with 
fasting ;’’ and thirdly, to ‘‘ commend 
them to the Lord.’? These items are 
all embraced in the work of “settin 
apart” church officers, and were alt 
attended to in the accomplishment of 
this work, as this passage clearly 
shows. | 

What, then, are we to understand 
by the word “ordain”? Our writer 
will doubtless tell us, that it means to 
choose, or appoint. Very well! so 
we say. But this is not all. What 
more does this text say? ‘They prayed 
with fasting.” Prayer with fasting, 
then, is as certainly a part of the wor 
of “setting apart,” as is choosing or 
appointing. But thisisnotall. What 
more, then, does this text say, in re- 
gard to this work? ‘And they com- 
mended them to the Lord.” Now, 
what are we to understand by this 
word ‘‘ commended ”? for it is as cer- 
- tainly a part of the work of “setting 
apart’ church officers as is ‘‘ choos- 
ing,” or ‘* prayer with fasting.” 

order that the reader may cléagly 
understand the apostolic use of “this 
word ‘‘commended,”’ we solicit atten- 
tion to the 25th and 26th verses of this 
same 14th chapter of Acts, which reads 
as follows: “‘And when they (Paul 
and Barnabas) had preached the word 
in Perga, they went down ifito Attalia ; 
and thence sailed to Antioch, from 
whence they had been :recommended.”’ 

Now if we can ascertain how they 
were ‘‘set apart” to the work where- 
unto they were called, then we will 
have a definition of the word ‘‘ recom- 
mended.” In order to do this, we will 


‘call the attention of the reader to the 
preceding chapter, (Acts 13: 2, 3,) 
‘tas they (the church at Antioch,) min- 
istered to the Lord, and fasted, the 
Holy Ghost said, Separate (set apart) 
me, Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them. And 
when they had fasted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, they sent 
them away.”’ 

We have now seen, that Paul and 
Barnabas were sent by the church from 
Antioch to the work whereunto they 
were called; and that they were ‘set 
apart” by fasting, prayer, and the 
imposition or laying on of hands; and 
when they filled their mission they re- 
turned to Antioch, from whence they 
had been ‘‘recommended.”” This word 
“recommended,” used by the sacred 
historian, in connection with prayer 
and fasting, is thus defined to mean 
the imposition of hands. And as Paul 
and Barnabas, on this tour, ‘‘ ordained 
them elders,” and as the text under 
consideration says, ‘‘when they had 
prayed with fasting, they commended 
them to the Lord;” and as the words 
‘‘commended ”’ and recommended ”’ 
mean the same, then it follows as clear 
as demonstration, that, in the primitive 
churches, elders were ‘‘ set apart’’ by 
fasting, prayer, and the imposition of 
hands. The case stands thus: Paul 
and, Barnabas. were “‘set apart” by 
the church at Antioch, to a certain 
works by fasting, prayer, and the lay- 
ing on of hands, (Acts 13: 2,3.) And 
when they had accomplished the work 
whereunto they had been called, they 
returned to Antioch ‘from whence 
they had been recommended.” Now 
all must see, that this word ‘‘ recom- 
mended,’’ in this case, was used in 
connection with fasting and prayer, to 
mean laying on of hands. And while 
they (Paul and Barnabas) were on this 
tour, they ‘‘ordained them elders in 
every church ;” and the text under 
consideration plainly says, ‘‘when they 


prayed with fasting, they 
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them to the Lord ;” which clearly shows: 
that elders were “set apart by fasting, 
prayer, and the imposition of hands.” 
hus, the very first proof-text intro-} 
duced by Brother V. to prove his 
hands-off doctrine, is shown to teach 
recisely the reverse—and his far- 
fetched and labored arguments fall to 
the ground. 
e next passage our writer looks to 
for support, is found in the 6th chapter 
of Acts; but it is evident that he was 
doubtful about this chapter affording 
him any assistance, in sustaining his 
negative proposition. Upon this chap- 
ter he remarks as follows: ‘*‘ The seven 
were not deacons, and the design of 
election on the part of the church, was, 
that she might point oné whom she 
wanted to be her officers.”’ 

Here our Brother V. has certainly} 
turned himself into an X, by crossing | 
his own track. In the fore part of his 
article he tells us, “that the officers of 
the church were bishops or elders, and 
deacons.’’ And then he tells us, “‘ that 
the seven,” mentioned in Acts vi., 
“were not deacons and then again 
he tells us, ‘that the seven were church 

ers. 

Now, kind reader, is not this a con- 
tradiction? If indeed this is not a 
contradiction, then we know not what 


much perplexed in laboring to establish 
his negative proposition. 

We will now give the entire passage, 
bearing upon the subject under con- 
sideration, found in the 6th chapter of 
Acts, which reads as follows: ** And 
in those days, when the number of the 
disciples was multiplied, there arose a 
murmuring of the Grecians against the 
Hebrews e their widows were 
neglected in the daily ministration. 
Then the twelve called the multitude 
of the disciples unto them, and said, 
It is not reason that we should leave 
the word of God,.and serve tables. 
Wherefore, brethren, look ye ont among 
you, seven men of honest report, full of 
the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom 
we may appoint over this business. 
But we will give ourselves continually 
to prayer, and to the ministry of the 
word. And the saying pleased the 
whole multitude; and they chose Ste- 
phen, a man full of faith and of the 

oly Ghost, and Philip, and Procho- 
rus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Par- 
menas, and Nicolas a proselyte of 
Antioch; whom they set before the 
apostles, and when they had prayed, 
they <0) their hands on them.”’ (Acts 
6: 1-6. 

This passage shows, first, that Chris- 
tianity requires that the temporal busi- 


it would take to make one, unless he/ness of the congregation should be at- 


intended us to understand that the 
seven were bishops or elders. If this 
is his meaning, then he has given u 
the controversy, and virtually confess 
that church officers were “set apart’’ 
by prayer with fasting, and the impo- 
sition of hands, as the 6th chapter of 
Acts says; but if this is not his mean- 
ing, then it follows to a certainty that. 
he has contradicted himself. 

He first says, “‘the officers of the 
- church were bishops or elders, and 
Deacons.”’ And in the second place, 
he says, ‘the seven were not deacons.” 
And thirdly. he calls the seven “‘ church 
Officers.””> Thus it is clearly seen, that 


our good Brother V. is in the fog, and 


tended to, and that arrangements were 
accordingly made, to have officers ‘‘ set 
apart” to this work. And second, 
that the ons ar (ordained,) 
were ‘“‘set apart” by ‘“‘prayer,” and 
the “laying on of hands” But Bro- 
ther V. unblushingly tells -us, “ that 
these officers were not Deacons.” Now, 
as this passage plainly informs us, that 
they (the seven) were “set apart” to 
attend to the zemporal business of the 
congregation, we claim that he is sol- 
emnly bound to show, that the tem- 

welfare of the church is no part 
of the official duty of the ‘deacons, or 
he is solemnly bound to admit that 
they were deacons. From this con- 
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clusion, there certainly is no way of 
escape. | 

Now, as Brother V. admits that the 
seven were Officers, and as ‘this 
plainly says, ‘‘ when they had prayed, 
they laid their hands on them,” there 
is no escaping the conclusion, that 
church officers were, in the primitive 
churches, ‘‘ set apart’ “‘by prayer with 
fasting, and the laying on of hands.”’ 

We have now clearly shown, that 
the two passages of Scripture, intro- 
duced and most relied upon by our 
nameless writer in his first article, to 
sustain his peculiar notion, teach pre- 
cisely the opposite, and establish the 
fact, that the primitive order of ‘‘set- 
ting apart’’ church officers, was by 
fasting, prayer, and the imposition of 
hands. 

Once more: our friend tells us, that 
‘those who insist upon the practice of 
the imposition of hands, admit there is 
no command requiring it; but they 
ask it upon the ground of apostolic 
practice.”” Then he continues—‘*Now 
they have not the support of the shadow 
of a shade for this opinion that the 
apostles practised the imposition of 
hands, in constituting church officers, 
unless they can show the ecclesiastical 
meaning of the word ‘ordain’ to have 
had its usual meaning while the apos- 
tles lived.”’ 

In regard to the ecclesiastical mean- 
ing or use of the words “laying on of 
hands in ‘constituting offi- 
cers,’ in the practice of sectarians, 
who claim ‘“‘ special gifts,”’ and ‘‘ spe- 
cial powers,’’ we have nothing to say 
now, because it has nothing to do in 
this discussion; but we make no such 
admission, that the apostles did not 
practise and authorize the practice of 
the imposition of hands, in ‘‘ constitu- 
ting” or setting apart’? church offi- 
cers. . by 
the apostles did this, by the passages 
already examined. And how it is 
that any man can make this assertion, 


and at the same time admit that the 


leven, mentioned in the 6th of Acts, 


were ‘*‘church officers,’’ and know, too, 
that the same says, they were 
set before the apostles, and when they 
had prayed they laid their hands on 
them,” 1s indeed to us a problem of 
difficult solution. But, as our friend 
appears to be in rather a bad humor, 
in laboring the hard side of this ques- 
tion, we feel disposed to forgive him, 
and hope that he will do better for time 

to come. 

We have now noticed every thing in 
the shape of argument, contained in 
our friend V.’s first article, and have 
found the whole of his labors, on the 
work of ‘ setting — ” chureh offi- 
cers, to be a splendid failure. 

In our next, we will examine his ar- 
ticle published in the June No. of the 
Magazine, and perhaps make some re- 
marks of general character upon this 
subject. 

In concluding this letter we will say, 
that we have felt no disposition to stir 
up this question; but as it is alread 
stirred, and two lengthy articles 
ready before the public, and more com- 
ing, we have come to the conclusion 
that it is nothing more than right to 
have both sides of this question before 
the people. Taomas Witey. 


Tyranny of Prohibition. 


Tue advocates of the Liquor Traffic 
speak much about the infringement of 
liberty which would follow from Pro- 
hibition ; but place this in its strongest 
light, and it could not be more opposed 
to freedom of mind and body, than is 
the vice-engendering Retail System. 


It reduces its victims to a state, in com- 


parison with which the most abject slav- 
ery is bliss. The young man, in his 
hours of social mirth, has learned to 


shown that taste and love the inebriating cup. 


But he entertains a just horror for the 
drunkard’s fate, and would spurn as 
vile slander the assertion that he is 
tending to that point. He takes to his 
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bosom a young wife in the flush of con- 
scious beauty, and vows to consecrate 
to her service the life-long love of his 
heart. Hesees, and it is no idle dream, 
far down the vista of the future, bright 
scenes of domestic happiness enacted 
around his family hearth-stone. He 
determines that it shall be aspot where 
no angry wave of discord shall roll ; 
no lowering clouds obscure. But he 
has taken a viper into his bosom, tor- 
id, perhaps, and apparently without 
arm or guile. Will it not poison this 
cup of bliss just presented to his lips ? 
Scarce has his honeymoon waned when 
he spends an hourof convivial pleas- 
ure with a crowd of his companions. 
The bowl es around, and quaffing 
its exhilarating contents, he finds that 
there is still enjoyment to be found 
outside of his home, and the quiet 
peace of the domestic circle. As yet 
no premonition of danger disturbs his 
mind. Againand again the act is re- 
peated, until he returns from his rev- 
els with flushed cheeks and unsteady 
step, to find his wife, so lately happy 
in the confidence of undisturbed secu- 
rity, bathed in tears. Then a sense of 
his peril first burstsupon him. All the 
miseries of a broken household, all the 
horrors of a drunkard’s death, stare him 
in the face. Vainly he endeavors to 
retrace the steps which he has so fatal- 
ly taken. Theiron- grasp of Hasrr is 
upon him, hurrying him forward to 
destruction, regardless of every duty 
and reckless of consequences. The 
cry of his agonized wife and famish- 
ing children reaches his ear. He 
grieves over his fatal error, he pities 
their sufferings, bemoans their calami- 
ties; but he cannot pause in his career. 
The fiend still drives him on, until he 
sinks into a drunkard’s grave, and a 
drunkard’s hell, te continue through 
endless ages an existence of downward 
pro i0n. 
is is nofancy sketch. It is drawn 
trom nature, and the confirmations of 
it are only too numerous. We hear 


(daily of some poverty stricken wretch 
who was brought to his end by intem- 
rance, but pause not to consider the 
ginning of his course. Young men 
move on wilfully ignoring the fact that 
they are pursuing the same old beaten 
track to ruin aul! death. 

Yet men talk about the Tyranny of 
Prohibition. Is there in the world a 
Tyranny more ing than that exer- 
ercised by Rum? Others may lock up 
in dungeons, torture upon the rack, or 
roast in the fires. But Intemperance 
does more than all this. It produces 
the far ter miseries of mental suf- 
ering, blots out the intellect, and ruins 
the soul. 


The True Christian. 


It is impossible that any should be 
true members of Christ without being 
in some degree conformed to his image, 
for they are all called in Him, accord- 
ing to the a of God; this bein 
His will, and therefore His etern 


purpose, even our sanctification. Af- 


ter this manner St. Paul exhibits the 
golden chain of salvation., We know 
that all things work together for good, 
to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose. 
For whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be confirmed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the 
first born among many brethren. More- 
over, whom he did predestinate, them 
he also called, and whom he called, 
them he also justified; and whom he 


are none glorified who are not pre- 
viously justified through faith in that 
blood that cleanseth'from all sin; none 
are justified but those that are called to 
God in Christ; none are called accerd- 
ing to God’s sanctifying purpose, who 
are not members of that body, the spir- 
itual Church, that from all eternity was 
predestined to be conformed to the im- 
age of his Son; and the Church has 
|not been predestined to glory, withouta 


justified, them he also glorified. There 
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full foreknowledge in the wisdom of 
God, of each separate member, that 
should enter into its constitution. With 
the divine decrees we can have nothing 
further todo. Weare placed in a state 
of salvation, in that body whose path 
of holiness has been decreed from ever- 
lasting. Sufficient have we to think 
of, if, in that straight:and narrow path, 
we have grace given to us, as unworthy 
members of Christ’s body, to work out 
our own salvation with fear and tremb- 


ling.— Harvey. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 


THE TRUE FORM OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 


In most ages of the church, very dif- 
ferent views have been entertained as 
to what is the true form of church gov- 
ernment. Many have contended that 
it is vested in a select few, in a particu- 
lar class, or order—while on the other 
hand, it is maintained that the Bible 
and sound policy both place the whole 


in the name of out Lord Jesus, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from, &c.”’ Titus 
3: 10—*A man that is an heretic, 
after the first and second adimonition, 
reject.” Nothing can be more evident 
than that the action, in each and every 
one of these texts, is that of the whole 
congregation—it being the absolute 
duty of every member, be he either 
minister or lay, to act in the premises. 
Again, in the 6th of Acts we find the 
whole body of the church at Jerusalem 
choosing the seven, by the express 
command of the apostles. 

This looks so conclusive, that it might 
be ed as unnecessary to add any 
thing further ; but as it is always inter- 
esting to inquire into the history of the 
church, we will look a little further. 
We find the following to have been the 
practice at a very early period: ‘‘ Now 
the manner of electing a gone ts find to 
be thus. When a parish or bishopric 
was vacant, all the members, both 
clergy and laity, met together in the 
church, commonly to choose a fit per- 


governing power in the hands of the}son to whom they might commit the 


con tions. We are clearly of 
opinion that the latter are right, and 
we cite the following texts in support 
thereof: 1 Cor. 5: 4—‘*In the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are 
gathered together, and my spirit, with 
wer of the Lord Jesus Christ. 5. 
o deliver such an one unto Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, that the 
spirit may be saved in the day of the 
rd Jesus. 9. I wrote unto you in 
an epistle, not to company with forni- 
cators. 12. For what have I to do to 
judge them also that are without? do! 
not ye judge them that are within? 
13. But them that are without God 
judgeth. Therefore put away from 
among yourselves that wicked person.” 
Gal. 6: 1—“ Brethren, if a man be 
overtaken in a fault, ye which are spir- 
itual restore such an one in the spirit 
of meekness; considering thyself, lest 
thon also be tempted.” 2 Thes. 3: 


all the 
one 


care and government of the church. 
Thus Alexander was chosen bishop of 
Jerusalem, it was by the compulsion or 
choice of the members of that church. 
And as for the bishop of Rome, we 
have a memorable instance of this kind 
in the advancement of Fabianus to that 
See upon the death-of bishop Anterus. 
All the people met together in the 
church to choose a successor, proposing 
several illustrious and eminent person- 
ages as fit for that office, whilst no one 
so much as thought upon Fahianus, 
then present, till a dove miraculously 
came and sat upon his head, in the 
same manner as the Holy Ghost for- 
merly descended upon the Savior—and 
people guided as it were with 
divine spirit, cried out with one 
‘mind and soul, that Fabianus was 
worthy of the bishopric, and so straight- 
ways taking him, they placed him upon 
the episcopal throne. In the same 


6—‘‘ Now we command you, brethren, 


manner Cornelius was elected succes- 
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sor to Fabianus, by the suffrages of 
both laity and clergy. Thus also with 
respect to the diocese of Carthage— 
Cyprian was chosen bishop thereof 
by its inhabitants and members; as 
Pontius, his deacon, writes that though 
he was a novice, yet by the grace of 
God and favor of the people, he was 
elevated to that sublime dignity: which 
is no more than Oyprian himself ac- 
knowledges, who frequently owns that 
he vee ae to that honorable 
cha y the suffrage of the le. 
Gee Lord King’s history of the Primi- 
tive Church.) 

Mosheim says, “It was therefore 
the assembly of the people which chose 
rulers and teachers, or received them 
by a free and authoritative consent, 
when recommended by others. The 
same people rejected or confirmed, by 
their suffrages, the laws that were pro- 
posed by the rulers to the assembly ; 
excommunicated profligate and unwor- 
thy members of the church, restored 
the penitent to their forfeited privi- 
5 passed judgment different 
subjects of controversy and dissensions 
that arose in their community; exam- 
ined and decided the disputes which 
happened between the elders and dea- 
cons; and in a word, exercised all that 
authority which belongs to such as are 
invested with sovereign power.”? This 
is the a of the first century, and 
how beautifully it corresponds with 
the plain import of those texts of divine 
truth we have quoted. 

Proper oO for the opinions of 
those who differ from us, requires us 
to notice some of their arguments. 
‘They urge, that to allow the young, 
the ignorant, peevish old men and wo- 
men to vote, and giving such votes as 
much weight as those of the learned 
and wise, is unreasonable—and that 
whatever is 80 unreasonable, is cer- 
tainly contrary to the word of God. 
Say they, when a thing is flatly con- 
trary to reason, this is evidence that 
the same is contrary to Scripture.” We 


admire sound reason as much as any 
one can, and freely confess that any 
thing which is plainly contrary to 
sound reason, is very hard for us to 
reconcile with the inspired writin 
but it should be well remembered that 
what is sound reason, is of itself a very 
grave question, and we think gives 
about as much room for cavil de- 
bate as any other question. It may be 
fairly said, to allow every one to set u 
his individual opinion as the stand 
of sound reason, is foolishness; nor 
will it do to regard the speculations of 
men, however plausible they may ap- 
pear to be, with so high an appellation 
as sound reason. hat philosophy 
which is based upon the accumulated 
experience of ages, comes nearer to the 
test of what constitutes sound reason, 
than any thing else. This is the only 
reliable test, outside of divine revela- 
tion. Whatever is founded either in 
the Scriptures or upon sound philoso- 
phy or reason, always works well and 
is productive of good; while on the 
contrary, that which is not thus founded 
uniformly works illy. It is meet then 
that we look into the history of the 
church, and there learn from the expe- 
rience of the past what is sound reason. 
In considering the history of those who 
maintain the hierarchy side of this 
question, it is seen that they met in 
neral council at Nice, and there 
ormed what is known as the Nicean 
creed or confession of faith. They con- 
vened at the command of the emperor 
Constantine—and any one who can 
find any good in their proceedings, 
will be more successful than we have 
been. But their example, more than 
anything else, contributed to the suc- 
cessive assembling of more than five 
hundred different councils, at as many 
different periods, between the sessions 
of the first Council of Nice and that of 
Trent, which is the last general coun- 
cil. These councils were co ed of 
these select few, or high churchmen, 
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soverei wer of governing the 
are sO for their 
wisdom—yet, strange to say, at every 
time these councils met they made 
something new, either a new creed, or 
they modified, explained, or in some 
way changed or added to some old 
creed. In these assemblies, says an 
able historian and a friend of creeds, 
(Watson), ‘‘ The deliberations of these 
councils were disgraced by violence, 
disorder, and intrigue, and their deci- 
sions were usually made under the in- 
finence of some ruling party.” Is it 
very likely, we ask, that the young, 
the ignorant, or even the peevish old 
men and women, wonld do anything 
worse than this? The old women 
might scold a little if things did not 
suit them, we grant; but they would 
act honestly, and nobody would accuse 
them of intriguing. 

No fact is better verified in the whole 
history of the past, than that assemblies 
composed of the masses are far more 
honest than those composed of the se- 
lect few, in either Church or State. 
This is an important fact, and should 
have great weight; for if we have hon- 
esty of purpose, we shall not be likely 
to have any very injurious action. 
While high churchmen have less hon- 
esty than the many, yet they have in- 
finitely more pride to wound and am- 


bition to gratify; envy and jealousy | grac 


they have in abundance, and 

intrigue seems to be a constituent ele- 
ment in their nature. The worst that 
is urged against the government of the 
many is, that it is weak and unstable. 
Its honesty is admitted, while on the 
contrary no one will pretend that the 
history of the hierarchy shows honesty 
of purpose—in fact the very reverse is 
true. Ihe hierarchy seems to have 
had its origin in dishonesty, pride, dis- 
simulation, intrigue, and unholy am- 
bition. ‘The desolating flame of mad 
ambition secms to have run its ruinous 
course through its whole history, and 
leads one to think that it is a world 


‘of iniquity, and is set on fire of hell. 
The soul is filled with horror, and we 
seem to stand aghast! to loathe and 
abhor our very race with the awful 
reminiscences which haunt us as we 
linger upon its history. Misery the 
most excruciating, despair the most 
hopeless, conflagration the most con- 
suming, banishment and imprisonment 
the most distant and solitary, murders 
and massacres the most deliberate and 
cruel the world has ever known, are all 
fully proven to have been committed 
by the authority of the hierarchial gov- 
ernment of the church in ages that are 
past. Thousands of other instances of 
the depravity of the government of the 
high churchmen, can be satisfactorily 
proven; but we gladly turn from the 
contemplation of this gloomy picture, 
to consider the more agreeable and 
brilliant—the history of the govern- 
ment of the many. ‘This we might as 
well do by saying what it has not done, 
had we time to do so; but we only 
stop to say, that the government of the 
many is not like that of the few, the 
father of creeds—things made to cram 
the human mind, locks to the mou 
and chains to the soul. My aversion 
to creeds ws continually. I call 
them walls of partition between man 
and his Savior. The many have never 
assembled in large bodies, and dis- 
ed the Christian name and charac- 
ter by the dishonesty, the dissensions, 
and the violence, which characterize 
the proceedings of the few. The many 
have been peaceable, quiet, and satis- 
fied with the Bible and the Bible only. 
They have been free from ambition, 
that cancer upon the heart, that cup 
whose poison out*venoms all besides, 
and is death to any Christian common- 
wealth. 

But we deny that the many are the 
ignorant. We concede that youth, ig- 
norance, old men and women, exist 
among them; but what we Cony 


i8, 
that there exists among them less Bible 


knowledge, than is found among the 
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high churchmen, The high church 
party boast of their black letter lore, 
&c., while the mass of the church can 
justly, I think, contend for her supe- 
riority of Bible learning. I have long 
thought that —', the lay members 
of the church, the Bible is better un- 
derstood than it is by even the clergy, 
as a body. For we wish it understood, 
that when we speak of the clergy we 
mean that class of persons sometimes 
called the hierarchy, high churchmen, 
priests and pontifis, &c.; men who ar- 
rogate to themselves episcopal func- 
tions, and who claim that they are, by 
virtue of their office, invested with 
higher privileges and superior mghts 
over those belonging to the body of 
the church. And we claim all those 
pious ministers and laborers, who do not 
assume to themselves these high titles, 
as belonging to the masses; for all 
such distinctions as cle.gy and laity, 
we utterly deny having any foundation 
in the word of God. We find proof 
that the mass of common Bible readers 
have a better knowledge of its teach- 
ings than high churchmen, in this: 
the mass, when not disturbed by creeds, 
dogmas, &c., understand the divine 
teachings alike—while the high church- 
men, on the contrary, cannot a 

upon anything; you even find A ae 
seriously disagreeing about their most 
favorite dogmas, clerical superiority, 
and exclusive right to govern. Their 
whole history presents a continued 
scene of disagreement, strife, and con- 
tention—such a thing as unity of opin- 
ion among them, has never been known. 
So high have their disputes, conten- 
tions, and quarrelings run, that one is 
led to conclude that their chief study 
is that of controversy, and that they 
have never studied the word of God 
with the view to draw from its 
the purity it teaches, but only to dis- 
tort and wrest the same into support 
of their own notions. Thus they study 


to learn how they can be most success- 
ful in cavil, quibble, and 
6 


debate—and 


thus they go on, until their whole re- 
ligious life may be regarded as one of 
strife and contention. Nothing can be 
regarded as more injurious to the ad- 


-vancement and growth of Christianity, 


than this spirit of controversy. It leads 
its votaries on, and on, until all idea 
of discovering truth gives place to self- 
conceit, and men to think they can 
beat any in debate—and the applause 
they receive for their success, seems 
their highest aim. To have it said 
they are smart, sharp, and, even cun- 
ning, seems to give them high satis- 
faction. To be the admired leader of 
a party or faction, affords them infin- 
itely more happiness than a character 
for piety. Thus they are led on to 
the invention of new dogmas, creeds, 
and foolish ceremonies, that greater 
room may be allowed them to gratify 
their self love and bring their genius 
into notice. The greater the schism 
which follows the unhallowed wars 
they have kindled, the higher their 
satisfaction. If we could say the end 
is here, we should have hope—bnt, 
alas, we cannot. These ambitious 
cavillers and disturbers of the house- 
hold of faith, by means of hypocrisy 
and pious frauds, insinuate themselves 
into the feelings of the nnwary—and 
on the belief that these pretenders have 
a zeal for God, many are led to think 
favorably, and finally, by means of 
the art of debate, are led away and 
become partizans. Thus it is that 
e, fellowship, union, and brotherly 
ove, is made to give place to jane. con- 
troversy, separation, and self-opinion- 
ism—the people divided into as many 
different castes as we have sects. 
These evils can never be 
until the church is reformed—until she 
returns to the Bible, until she goes 
back to primitive practice, until she is 
willing to sacredly primitive 
practice as a faithful exposition of all 
that is left, without express injunction. 
The great truth must be admitted, felt, 
and appreciated, that the primitive 


| 
| 
| 
| 


82 Onristran MaGazine. 


form of church government was that|form of government, will give us that 
of a pure democracy; that the sover-|holy union, the union of the heart— 
eign power was vested in the suffrages|the bond of peace, of charity, of hope, 
of all the members, without distinction ;|and of brotherly love, so earnestly de- _ 
that a perfect equality in rights, power, |manded by the sacred word. re- 
and privileges, existed; that each con-|gard for the peace of God’s people, a 
gregation was entirely independent of|regard for apostolic example, and above 
all others, being responsible to nojall a regard for the teachings of the 
power on earth—being in subjection|divine Savior and Redeemer of the 
only to the will of God. This neces-|}world, imperiously demand an adhe- 
sarily ifvolves the absolute duty of all|sion to, and adoption of, a doctrine so 
to regard the bigding efficacy of the jreasonable, so just, and so scriptural. 
majority. The meek and humble Chris-| May the fervent prayer of the righteons 
tian should know no higher duty than|be, Thy will be done on earth, O God? 
to aeqniesce in the deeision of his breth- rh kingdom come, and over all pre- 
ren. The few should yield cheerfully | vail—that the final triumph of the King 
to the vote of the many, as they are|Emanuel, the Prince Messiah may be 


enjoined ‘“‘to be of one mind, and if} complete. 
possible. to live peaceabl with all} Nostesviriz, Indiana, Aug. 1, 1857, 
men ;” showing conclusively that they 


who will not abide by the decision of} § Wayside Sketches—No. 12. 
the majority of their brethren, violate | . The only point in Iowa we visited 


f 
Godt “They will ona which remains to be mentioned, is ‘*Le- 


stiff necks, against the voice of the clair,” a village of considerable note, ’ 
many, are rebellious, and do not regard |si¢uated at the head of the Rapids in 
the authority of God, but set up elr | Scott county. The, congregation of 
own stubborn will against God—show-| our frethren is small, but constantly — 
ing that their own self-will is so un- gaining in strength and importance 


reasonably obstinate, that neither their ; 
love to or their respect for the through the well directed labors of 


opinions of their brethren, cam induce| Brother Ephraim Phillips, who re- 
to iota. tne moved therefrom the Western Reserve 
_¢ ‘octrine that the many sho ive a year ago. 
al low the few to rule them, is absurd, 
M. >reover, this high power is demanded place in Minois tt ha MTR, 
none but ¢yranés, and submitted to | Island,’’ opposite Davenport. Itisa 
none but He who claims,| well built town, ‘but its site is too low 
| . bel terich, lord, or priest, higher rights}and level to ever admit of successful 
|} and power over his brother in the king-| .ompetition with her sister city on the 
dom and patience of Jesus Christ, is a} the ri W o'h 
earted calculating t—and other side o eriver. We there 
they + Who will crouch umder such bur-|@ few brethren who are organized as a 
_ dens, . are the most despieable of slaves. |congregation, but owing to the fact 
government have}that they are unable to sustain a 
urged, 78 such a8 18 emimently just, | »eacher, they have for some time 
fair, eq. lal, and reasonable—and what |" | 
is cease still, it is the, gonpel plan. been meeting with the brethren at Da- 
Its adop tion will end strifes, animosi- | 7 
. ties, amd schisnos. A return to this! From thence, via R. I. andO. RB. &., 
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we went to Princeton, the county seat of 
Bureau county—which, by the way, is 
not on the aforesaid road, but on the 
B. and M. T. R. R., a few miles north 
of the crossings. Situated in one of 
the best counties of the State, with an 
industrious, intelligent, and enterpris- 
ing population, it is no wonder that 
it has had a rapid increage, and that 
farming lands in the vicinity should 
command a comparatively high price. 
As a religious denomination, we are 
well represented in the town and 
county. There is one good .congrega- 
tion which meets in a brick meeting- 
house on one side of the public square, 


and several othersinthecounty. With] 


one or two solitary exceptions, the 
brethren are all on the side of univer-| 
sal liberty, and consequently exert a 
good influence (in that respect at least,) 
upon the community. A slavery-apolo- 
gizing religion could not thrive in that 
county, although a moneyed influence. 
were brought to bear in its favor. 

At ‘* Ross’s Prairie,” twelve miles 
north of Princeton, there is a large 
congregation well provided with a good 
meeting house. There is also a con- 
gregation some eight miles scuth east, 
under the pastoral care of Brother 
George McMannus, formerly of Wil- 
mington in this State. It has hereto- 
fore been known as the 
congregation.” 

Our next sojourn was at Cedar Point, : 
Lasalle county, where, although wo| 
have no organization, there are several 
excellent brethren—affording in our 
judgment one of *the best points for 
successful evangelizing in the whole} 
country. We staid over Lord’s Day, 


and on Monday morning immersed a 


Brother, who, after the primitive ex-. 


ample demanded baptism at our hands. 
We found the brethren in no wise lack- 
ing either in hospitality or liberality. 
The Methodist brethren. had the kind- 
ness to grant us the use of their excel- 
lent meeting house, and a number of 
them gave us a candid and respectful 
hearing. Toa person having the quali- 
fications for an elder, wishing to locate 
in a farming community, we know of 
no place that holds out more induce- 
ments for usefulness and temporal ad- 
vantages than Cedar Point. It is four 
miles south of Lasalle, and almost in 
sight of the great Central Railroad. 

Although in a rich and beautiful 
country, containing many large and 
flourishing congregations, necessity and 
inclination combined in urging us 
homeward with as little delay as pos- 
sible. We, however, spent one night 
with our old friend and fellow laborer 
in the gospel, Brother Wm. M. Irvin, 
who resides in Marshall county, near 


Belle Plains, some eight miles west of. 


the road. We also spent one night in 


Bloomington, formerly one of the hand- 


somest towns in Illinois; but although 
still a pretty place, it has not kept pace 
with some other places that have more 
recently come into notice. Religiously, 
it has not been successful. Internal 
dissensions the most vexatious and in- 
terminable have in a great measure 
paralyzed the power of the truth, and 


destroyed much of the influence our — 


brethren once wielded in the eommu- 
nity. At the present time actual hos- 
tilities have ceased, and the brethren 


meet in two separate congregations, 
Dr. Wm. Hatch, recently of Kentucky, 


is preaching for the old congregation, 


' 


ar 
Be 


> 4 


¢ 


3 


NornTH-WESTEEN CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


and Elder E. W. Lanphear, long of 
New Lisbon, Ohio, is the preacher at 
the new one. It seems almost ridicu- 
lous to preach ‘‘Union” to the sects 
around us, while we allow personal 
ambition and jealousy to separate those 
of the same faith and practice who 
reside in the same village or commu- 
nity. 

The cause of the unhappy and disas- 
trous result seen in the distracted state 
of affairs at Bloomington, which has 
brought so much dishonor on the church 
of the Lord Jesus, we can clearly and 
distinctly trace back to that ‘* Pandora’s 
box,”’ American slavery. Most of the 


a curse to the church, and a stumbling- 
block to the world. a. 


— 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
Letter from Brother 8. M. Snodgrass. 


Dear Brotuer: It appears to me 
the infidel phalanx are divided in 
America; one part seeks high seats in 
church, and gives interpretations of the 
Bible shocking to humanity—the other 
then desecrates it as teaching such 
enormities. 

Before a child was born, the first 
man in his natural state said, There- 
fore, shall a man leave his father and 
mother and cleave to his wife.—Gen. 
2d chapter, 24th verse. Neither com- 
mon nor uncommon sense can conceive 


brethren there are from Kentucky and) better right to a human being than 


Virginia, and although in many re- 
spects good and respectable citizens, 
they brought with them that overbear- 
ing, domineering spirit, which the in- 
stitution of slavery naturally engenders 
in the children of the slave master, 
wholly disqualifying them for the ex- 
ercise of that forbearance which char- 
_ acterizes the true Christian. 

There is loud boasting at the present 
time, by some of our “safe ground ”’ 
brethren, about “building up” the 
cause; but unless men and women are 
so converted as to make them ‘“ abhor 
iniquity”’ of all kinds, and slavery 
among the rest, the more ‘‘ wood, hay, 
and stubble’ will be found built upon 
that foundation which was laid by the 
apostle, and fearful will be that confla- 
gration when all such material shall be 
burned up. The professor of Chris- 
tianity who advocates a system which 
degrades man to a brute, which robs 
the slave of his earnings, his wife, his 
children, and his Bible, or who even 


that of parent, yet theirs is not a life 
right. 

This sentiment is afterwards endor- 
sed by inspiration ; therefore, God never 
ordained an order to violate it. In 
man’s preternatural state, since the 


fall, God allowed the Jews to buy in- 


fants under eight days old, (by the 
covenant of circuincision,) to better 
their condition and strengthen the elect 
nation. SeeGen.17: 12. Hethat is 
eight days old, bought with money of 
any stranger not of thy seed, shall be 
circumcised. Moses incorporates this 
arrangement of the covenant 430 years 
afterwards, in the covenant. given by 
him. Leviticus, 25th chapter. The 
Jews bought the parents’ right, but 
that was not a nig: t for life; conse- 
quently the Jews had no life-right to 
servants. Paul says, The heir as long 
as he is a minor, differs nothing from 
a servant, though Lord of all, (heir to 
the father’s estate.) The servant’s pa- 
rents were paid for his time: therefore, 
he was not an heir. This is the only 
difference between the condition of 
their servants and children. 

Their law guarded tlfose children of | 
better than theirown. For 


apologizes for it, will in the end prove 


stran 


a tooth or an eye they should go free. 
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at any time, and the master lost the 
money he paid the parents. These 
children ate the Passover, and partook 
of the dignity of the family they were 
in. When Samuel made Saul a feast, 
his servant sat at the head of the table 
as a son by his side. If they were in 
the family of a priest, they ate of the 
holy things as did-their children. 

he Jew was kept in remembrance 
of one manner of law, by never plough- 
ing an ox and an ass together; and 
a Jewess to remember one law for her 
daughter and bondmaid, by not making 
a garment of two kinds. Your chil- 
dren and servants are not two species, 
but one. Jews, by buying these chil- 
dren, took them out of a condition 
where they were liable to be offered to 
idols, and brought them into the light 
and liberty of a nation who had the 
oracles of God-—and as the only differ- 
ence allowed between them and their 
children was in heirship. See Gal. 
4: 1. Whenever the time appointed 
by the father came, they were free. 
As the Jew paid his money for the pa- 
rents’ right, he had a right to correct 
with a rod, but not to kill them. This 
right grew out of his having paid his 
money for the parent’s right. Exodus 
21: 20. Their law required them to 
put both man stealers, and they in 
whose hands a stolen man was found, 
to death; therefore, they eould not buy 
of them,—a death knell to American 
slavery, to the far-famed and lauded 
Fugitive Slave bill, and to all the 
special pleading of time-serving poli- 
ticians, and interested preachers who 
want the gain of oppression to support 
schools and pro-slavery periodicals, and 
preaching that shuns to declare the 
whole counsel of God; It is in vain 
sre apply to the advocates of truth 
and righteousness those stale and ste- 
sectyper epithets, by which they for- 
merly terrified the weak-minded and 
fearful. To be called incendiaries,” 
**infidel-abolitionists,’’ *“‘men of one 
idea,” and kindred expressions, has in 


[a great measure lost the power to awe - 


into silence the friends of humanity. 

A pro-slavery party have long de- 
sired to be teachers of the law, know- 
ing neither what they say nor whereof 
they affirm. Christians know they 
affirm the truth when they say, The 
end of the commandment is charity, 
(love,) out of a pure heart. Tim. 1: 
5th and 7th verses. All the law is 
fulfilled in ome saying, ‘ Love thy 
neighbor as thyself;”’ and any profes- 
sion of Christianity which does not 
accord with it, is, in the sight of God, 
but the most hollow-h hypocrisy, 
no matter how /oud or how formal that 
profession may be. 

The law vetoed perpetual slavery, 
by commanding the Jews to observe a 
fugitive bil, given Deut. 25: 15, by 
which they retained a Gentile slave, 
national comity to the con not- 
withstanding. God vetoed another, 
while the sea was dried up, the heavens 
sending out a strange noise, the clouds 
pouring out water; the earth trembled 
and shook till the mountains leaped 
like fams and the little hills like lambs, 
and God’s arrows fell among them, till 
the bloodhounds said, Let us turn and 
flee, their God fights for them. 

Another r old slave who’ was 
killed all the day long, and counted as 
a sheep for the slanghter, escaped by 
the at, under the ground from the 
city of the Damascenes ; the car used 
in those days wasa basket. See 2 Cor. 
11: 32. Frees the way Mr. Campbell 
and Franklin have written, I suppose 
they would have blamed those aboli- 
tionists—they violated ‘‘ political eti- 
quette.” It must have been some 
old sisters that did this, whose ‘* ten- - 
der hearts”? thought more of the law 
of love than they did about securing 
the popularity of the world. They 
have always shown more firmness in 
the practice and advocacy of benevo- 
lence and mercy, than men. They 
have proved truer friends in every sit- 


uation. They were /ast to leave the 
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cross, and first to visit the sepulchre 


of a crucified Savior. Even when un- 
enlightened by the benign and sanc- 
tifying influences of the Christian reli- 
gion, they exhibit the same pe gone 
to perform acts of kindness and minis- 
ter to the necessities of the distressed, 
as is evident by the songs of condolence 
which they sung to Mungo Park, when 
& weary traveler in heathen and _be- 
nighted Africa. . Poorcreatures! How 
has your kindness to the white man 
been requited! How many of your 
race have been torn from their native. 
land and doomed to a life of wretched- 
ness and suffering, and even to death 
itself! Could some of our pro-slavery 
professors catch you in a similar con- 
dition in this so-called Christian land, 
how quick they would enslave you! 
Then shall the king say to those on his 
hand, as yOu have done 
it to the least of my disciples ye have 
done it unto me. If the truth divides, 
let it divide. Yours, 
S. M. Snoperass. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
Dr. Barclay and the Missionary Society. 
Clarence, New York, 1857. 


Dear Bogoes: * * * * 
The leaver is at work; rather slowly 


to be sure, but it is making certain 


work. 

We can talk of every evil under the 
sun except slavery, without giving of- 
fence. Even Christian professors, as 
well as politicians, treat us with ridi- 
cule when we speak of this ‘* maximum 
of all evils,” this ‘*‘sum of all villan- 
ies.” Howisthis? Theslavery power 
has the control of Church and State. 
It has the executive, the legislative, 
and the judicial de ents of the 
government to work with, and it looks 
as though it might go without let or 
hindrance whithersoever it list.. 
what says past experience, and the his- 
tory of former nations? Egypt thought 
her system of slavery established on a 
‘sure foundation, but in one day siz 


But 


hundred thousand \eft that land of 
bondage. But to effect this wholesale 


‘emancipation, what a desolation was 


left in Egypt! Not a house that 
mourned not the loss of its first born ! 
and their once proud armies drowned 
in the depths of the Red Sea! _ 

In the days ofthe OCzesars, the world 
was sunk in the maze of Pagan dark- 
ness almost beyond hope. Slavery, 
both mental and corporal, rei pie | ! 
and oppression sat heavily upon the 
children of men. Buta light appeared 
in the hill country of Judea, dispellin 
the moral darkness of that age. it 
illuminated the world, and the proud 


assumptions of idolatry gave way. 
In the days of Leo the X., the priests 
and bishops of the Roman hierarchy 


closed the fountains of knowledge, and 
ignorance, superstition, and every evil 
work, held universal sway. They felt 
secure in their domination over the 
world. But when they were least ex- 
pecting it, Luther arose, and with his 
coadjutors shook popery to its very 
centre. By agitation, they created a 
light sufficient to dispel the gloom and 
darkness which had enshrouded the 
moral and mental horizon of that gen- 
eration. 

Soin our day, when good men are 
almost ready to give up, salvation and 
deliverance to the oppressed may be 
near at hand. Let the friends of hu- 
manity agitate! ‘Let there be light!” 
should be the watchword. Already 
we see here and there a bright star 
arise, harbingers of the bright lumin- 
ary of a coming day. Even in Mis- 
souri, (the land of Border-Ruffianism,) 
we see signs unmistakable. Even in 
their halls of legislation, men are not 
wanting to avow themselves in favor 
of emancipation, and the question is 
henceforth an open one in that hitherto 
ultra pro-slavery State. Let us thank 
God, and take courage. 

There is an apparent contradiction 
relative to the facts connected with Dr. 


Barclay and his former slaves, which, 
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if you think proper, please explain. 
In Volume I., No. 4, of the Magazine, 
you report D, 8, Burnet as saying, 
“that one reason why he wished to 
return from Jerusalem, was, that he 
had some servants hired out in Vir- 

inia to see to, but that had better be 
Fept a secret.’’ In a published letter 
from John Tyler, it appears he sold his 
slaves. How can we reconcile the 
“‘ hired out”? of D.S. Burnet, with the 
sold”? of John Tyler? Either is bad 
enough; and the Missionary Society 
knowing the facts and keeping them a 
secret from the brethren, have brought 
themselves into bad imgen among an 
enlightened brotherhood, and disgraced 


themselves in the eyes of the world. 
Yours, J. W. Smrra. 


Remarks.—We presume Elder Bur- 
net, at the time he made the statement 
referred to, really supposed the facts to 
be as he there stated, and we have 
since heard it intimated that certain 
- contingencies were to determine wheth- 
er the sale was “bona fide” or not. 
But we have no doubt the more recent 
developments made by John Tyler in 
his correspondence with Brother Kirk, 
can be relied upon as the real facts in 
the case. There is also no doubt but 
the Missionary Board were anxious to 
keep the fact of Dr. Barclay’s being a 
slaveholder, as much in the dark as 
possible. | 

The worst feature in the whole mat- 
ter, as far as the Missionary Society is 
concerned, is their persistent determi- 
nation to send him back as their mis- 
sionary, in the face not only of the pub. 
lished and uncontradicted statements 
of John Tyler, the man who bought 
the slaves, but also against the known 
wishes, and in violation of the moral 
feeling of a large majority of the breth- 


ren in the non-slaveholding States, and — 

the avowed disapprobation of one of _ 
their own Board. In forcing Dr. Bar- | 
clay upon the brotherhood, the editors — 
of the ‘“Harbinger’’ and the ‘‘Review” 
virtually endorse the traffic in the flesh 
and blood, and bones, and souls, of 
those church members, who, for seven- 
teen hundred and fifty ‘* pieces of sil- 
ver,’’ were transferred from the pious (!) 
Barclay to his Christian (!) brother 
John Tyler, Elder of the Scottsvillecon- — 
gregation. 

The Corresponding Secretary of the 
Society, Elder B. Franklin, notwith- 
standing the frequent and persistent 
remonstrance of a prominent member 
of the Board, and communications of a 
remonstrative character which have 
been sent to him by brethren of the 
highest respectability, and the pub- 
lished letters which we have addressed 
to him in his official capacity, unblush- 
ingly publishes to the world ‘that 
there is almost an entire unanimity 
among the brethren in favor of the 
Jerusalem mission ! ! 

The South no doubt demands at the 
hands of the Society, the endorsement 
of Dr. Barclay. Without it, Virginia, 
Kentucky, and Missouri, would with- 
hold their funds, which would be an 
unendurable calamity! Money must 
be had, no matter though it .be the 
price of blood !. or the kept-back wages 
of those whose Jife-long toils remain 
unrequited ! ! 

That Dr. Barclay has not been mis- 
represented by any statement published 
in the Magazine, is evident from ‘the 
fact he has never contradicted them, 
although we tendered him the nse of 
our columns some six months ago, for 


| 


OunristiAN MaGazine. 


the purpose of setting himself right be- 
fore the brotherhood in case he con- 
sidered himself in any wise aggricved, 
as we were told that he did. | 
' If it is the desire of the Missionary 
Society to enlist the whole brotherhood 
in the praiseworthy work of converting 
the world, let them cease to connive at 
the sin of slavery. Let them go forth 
- with clean hands and a pure heart, and 
they may then not only expect the co- 
operation of all good men, but also the 
blessing of that God who looks with as 
much beneficence upon the black man 
as the white man, upon the chattelized 
slave as his haughty master. J. B. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
Infidelity—No. 2. 


Brotner Boaes: In this article I 
propose showing, from Infidel testi- 
mony, three points. 
1st. That the Bible was written by 
those it professes to have been. 
_ 2d. That Christ was prophesied of 
in the Old Testament; and, 
8d. That owing to tradition and pro- 
phecy, it was the general expectation 
that a deliverer was to come from Ju- 
dea about the time that Christ came. 
As it will take up too much space 
to give the language of authors in each 
instance, I will merely give the author 
and page. 
ist. The Bible was written by those 
it professes to have been. This ques- 
tion has long since been put to rest b 
competent workmen; indeed, so well 
is it settled, that A. J. Davis, the mod- 
ern anti-Bible spiritualist and clair- 
voyant, expresses dissent to but three 
or four books in the entire Bible. In 
his Revelations, pages 435, 447, 448, 
451, 457, 460, 461, 462, 468, 470, 471, 
472, 474, 475, 476, 479, 480, 481, 483, 
495, 524, 532, 535, 536, 539, 544, and 
545, he treats of all the books of the 


Bible, but denies none but Genesis, 
Joshua, and Jonah, that I can discover. 
Philemon, I believe, is o.nitted in the 
list entirely. For admissions of Chubb, 
Hobbes, ~ Daag and others, sce 
Thayer on Infidelity, p.167. It seems 
to be a fact, then, reduced to a demon- 
stration, that the Bible was written b 
those it professes to have been. It 
makes me feel rejoiced to know that 
the blessed volume, which guarded and 
guided my parents in time, and built 
them up with the hope of bathing and 
basking their immortal souls in the 
elysian portals of glory at God’s right 
hand forever and ever, is authentic 

2d. Christ was prophesied of, in the 
Old Testament. Here again you are 
referred to Davis’ Revelations, pages 
459, 462, 471, 469, 481, and 483. I 
will give a few extracts : 

‘Thus [am impressed to speak of 
David, because he uttered many truth- 
ful prophecies the pros- 
perity of Zion, and the ushering into 
the world of a Great Reformer, who 
would possess combined all the physi- 
cal and spiritual perfections contained 
in this rudimental sphere.” Page 458. 
David alludes more defin- 
itely to the birth and kingdom of Christ, 
than any previous writer in the Old . 
Testament, and therefore demands 
more attention; for his allusion is dis- 
tinct and obvious, and it could not 
have had reference to any king who 
rose subsequently in Israel.” Rev., 

. 459. In speaking of Isaiah, Mr. 

vis uses the following words: ‘“ By 
being thus spiritually qualified, he 
could and did prophesy that which was 
fulfilled only when Messiah come to 
breathe purity, social unity, and con- 
sequent righteousness.”’ v., p. 462. 
In speaking of Zechariah, he says: 
'‘*Two-thirds are devoted to medita- 
tion, and to prophetic allusion of Jesus, 
which pure and perfect perscnage was 
ultimately to rise in the Jewish na- 
tion.”” See Rev., p. 481. 


It is said that “consistency is a 
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jewel ;” but if there is any jewel by 
virtue of consistency in Mr. Davis’ 
book, it is like all other mysteries— 
totally incomprehensible ! 

8d. Owing to tradition and prophecy, 
it was the general expectation that a 
deliverer was to come from Judea 
about the time Christ came. 

In the discussion between Mr. Camp- 
bell and Mr. Owen, Mr. Campbell in- 
troduced several extracts from ancient 
authorities, showing that it was the 
general expectation that some one was 
to come from Judea and have dominion 
over the world, about the time Christ 
came. 

Suetonius says, that it was decreed 
in the fates that about that time ‘‘Some 
who should come from Judea, would 
obtain dominion of the world.” (See 
Campbell and Owen’s Debate, pages 
334-5-6. 

In Book 6, chapter 5, and section 4, 
of the Wars of the Jews, Josephus 
speaks thus: 

‘* But now what did elevate them 
(the Jews) in undertaking this war, 
was an ambiguous oracle that was 
found also in their sacred writings, how 
about that time one from their country 
should become governor of the inhabit- 
able earth.” 

I might give the lan of several 
others, but these, with the citations 
above given, seem to prove beyond 
question that it was the almost univer- 
sal expectation that some person was 
to rise among the Jews to give light, 
life, and liberty to the world. ‘True, 
the Jews looked for a prince temporal, 
and hence refused the Savior. But 
when we take into consideration that 
their rights were disregarded, their 
liberties crushed, and their nation pros- 
trated, or about to be, by a foreign 
power, it amounts to no great wonder 
that they should thus slightly misin- 
terpret the text, and anticipate a de- 
liverer who would cause the captive to 
be set free, and deliver their nation 


from the tyranny and oppression which 


were about to engulf them in utter ruin 
as a people. 

Here, then, for the present, we rest. 
Common sense would seem to answer, 
that if the Bible was written by those 
it professes to have been, and ¢f Christ 
was prophesied of in the Old Testa- 
ment, and if the prophecies were 80 
plain that the expectation was nearly 
universal, and if those who wrote the 
Bible were pure and undesigning men, 
then it is credulity stretched to a credu- 
lous extent, not to receive them as 
divine! 

Now, friendly reader, if we may trust 
in undisputed history, and admissions 
compelled by the force of truth from 
infidels, we can truly say with refer- 
ence to the Bible, ‘*‘ No man hath re- 
vealed this; no man could reveal it, 
except God were with him.” In place 
of man’s wisdom being sufficient to re- 
veal the doctrines of the Bible, that 
wisdom was on the wane—the flame 
was just expiring; and when the Sa- 
vior made his advent, ‘‘ the last ray of 
certain light had disappeared ; the last 
taper was burning dimly and flicker- 
ingly on the altar of hope and faith; 
and the nations gathered about it, 
watching the trembling flame with 
troubled hearts, knowing that all about 


them and above them was a starless 
voiceless night ! 


But when Christ 
came, the beautiful star of Bethlehem 
rose, and shedding its radiance into 
the valley of the shadow of death, dis- 
covered to the world the way to heaven 
and immortal life.” ‘Rejoice! re- 


joice !” can now be sung in anthems 


of praise to the most high God! More 


anon. 
Yours, fraternally, very respectfully, 
Wm. D. Srone. 

Salem, Randolph Co., Indiana. 

Is not this the fast that I have chosen ? 
to loose the bands of wickedness, to 
undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppressed g° free, and that ye break 


every yoke 


| 
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Querist’s Department, 
Brotuer Boaes: I was conversing 
recently with a Brother respecting the 
organization of a congregation on Long 
Bottom, which was to be anti-slave 
and anti-whisky. Some of the breth- 
ren think we would have to make a 
creed to keep out all who are not right 
on those questions. Please give us 
your views on the subject, and show 
us the difference between refusing a 
lygamist or the man who advocates 
ancing and gambling, without a creed, 
and refusing to take the slaveholder 
and the advocate of whisky drinking 

without a creed. Your Brother, 

A. H. Person. 


Answer.—Every congregation built 
on the Bible, and the Bible alone, 
would, if scripturally carried out, pro- 
hibit the reception as members those 
who practise or advocate either danc- 
ing, gambling, intemperance, or slave- 
ry. There is nothing which the New 
Testament (the Christian’s creed,) 
more clearly and unequivocally de- 
‘nounces, than it does oppression and 
‘drunkenness. | 
Lebanon, Inpiana, 1857. 


Brotuer Boees: Please give your| 


opinion on the following case of order 
and church discipline. 

A. and B. (both preachers) have a 
difficulty about certain statements—the 
one positively contradicting what the 
other states. While it remains unset- 
tled, A. visits the congregation where 
B. has his membership; B. objects to 
A. preaching, until the difficulty is 
settled. The elders not willing to de- 
cide, refer it to a’vote of the congrega- 
tion who, by their vote, decide that A. 
shall preach. Was it in aecordance 
with the law of the Lord? 

Yours, truly, 

JOHN SHULSE. 

» Answer.—The foregoing is some- 


- |what complicated; besides, we are not 


‘sure that our “opinion” in the matter 
would be of any service in settling the 
difficulty. We will, however, make a 


ry | few statements in reference to what we 


understand the Bible to teach in refer- 
ence to the principles involved. In 
the first place it is clearly the duty of 
brethren, whether preachers or not, 
whenever a difficulty occurs between 
them, to use every means in their power 
to come to an amicable adjustment of 
it themselves. If they fail, the ag- 
grieved party finds his recourse in the 
18th chapter of Matthew. Secondly, 
when it comes to the ears of a congre- 
gation that one of its members is 
charged with lying, or any other pal- 
pable violation of the law of God, it is 
evidently the duty of the elders in be- 
half of the congregation to investigate 
the case, and if the person accused is 
found guilty, to require a public con- 
fession and as far as possible restitu- 
tion; and if the offender fail to comply, 
to withdraw from him the fellowship 
ofthe congregation. Third. We think 
no one who loves the cause of Christ 
would, under any consideration, do 
anything that would have a tendency 
to wound that cause. Therefore, if 
such a case as the one supposed by our 
querist should ever occur, it would be 
best for the objector to do so privately 
to the elders, and for the elders to ar- 
range the matter privately with the 
preaching brofher. To make a public 
accusation In @ promiscuous congrega- 
tion on the one hand, or publicly to 
persist in a determination to preach on 
the other hand, or the reference of the 
matter to a public vote of the congre- 


gation, could not, we think, result 
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otherwise than unfavorably to the best | convinced many of the Jews of sin, 


interests of all concerned. The govern- 
ing rule in all such cases should be, 
the glory of God and the advancement 
of his kingdom here on earth. All 
personal ambition should be kept en- 
tirely out of view. 

| _ Iowa, April, 1857. 

Mr. J. Boeas—Sir: I am satisfied 
aman can learn faster sometimes *y 
asking questions, than otherwise. 
therefore hope you will answer the fol- 
lowing: First. Who can, and who 
cannot baptize? Second. When, where, 
and how did the Comforter, as prom- 
ised by Christ, reprove (or convince) 
the world of sin, of righteousness, and 
of judgment to come 


S. Camp. 


AnsweR.—lst. Any person, male 
or female, who has been baptized and 
who gives evidence of Christian char- 
acter, is, in our judgment, competent 
to administer the ordinance of Chris- 
tian baptism in the absence of any of 
the regular officers of a congregation. 
Where an evangelist is instrumental 
in leading individuals to reformation 
and obedience, it seems highly fitting 
that he should bury the candidate in 
the watery grave; but where it is more 
convenient for an elder of the congre- 
gation to officiate, the baptism would 
be equally valid. 

Awnswer-—2d. The passage upon 
which this question is founded is the 
16th chapter of John, 7 to 11 verses 
inclusive. The Savior promises the 


disciples that he will send the “ Com- 
forter,”’ by which we understand ‘the 
Holy Spirit of promise, which was ful- 
filled on the day of Pentecost. On that 


day the Holy Spirit, through Peter, 


because they had rejected the claims 
of the Messiah and had not believed on 
him. Three thousand at least were at 
that time convinced of sin, on account 
of their former unbelief in Christ. 

They were convinced of righteous- 
ness, inasmuch as the innocence and 
holiness of the Savior was manifest by 
his resurrection from the dead, and his 
ascension into heaven. Although ac- 
cused and condemned by the Jewish 
nation, the Holy Spirit through the 
apostles clearly vindicated him from 
their wicked and calumnious accusa- 
tions. 

Of judgment, some suppose that by 
the * Prince of this world’ the Savior 
meant himself, and that he had refer- 
ence to that unrighteous judgment that 
was about to be pronounced upon “him 
by wicked men. Others take an en- 
tirely contrary view of the subject, and 
suppose that by the expression above 
quoted, Satan is meant, and that by the 
victory obtained over death, hell, and 
the grave, by our Savior in his resur- 
rection, the power of Satan was so pre- 
scribed as to amount to a judgment of 
his evil designs upon the world. 

We have, however, clear and un- 
equivocal evidence that the Holy Spirit 
did, through the apostles, convince the 
world of a judgment to come. They 
taught their hearers that God had ap- 
pointed a day in which he would judge 
the world, by this same Jesus whom 
the Jews had condemned to death. 

In the same manner, (through the 
words of the apostles and evangelists, 
as found in the New Testament Scrip- 


tures,) the Holy Spirit continues to 
convince the world of sin, of righteons- 
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ness, and of judgment. The word of 
God is the sword of the Spirit, by which 
convincing and converting influences 
are made to operate on the heart of the 
sinner. J. B. 


For the North-Western Christian Magazine. 
LINES. 


Oar lowly brother ’s lying 
*Neath Slavery’s galling chain, 

Shall we not heed his crying, 
His sorrow and his pain? 


Oar sister’s woes are calling 
For swift, for prompt relief, 

And while her tears are falling, 
We may not mock her grief. 


And though we pass, unheeded, 
Their griefs and sorrows by, 

They shall not go unpleaded 
Before the Throne on high. 


When on the blessed Jesus 
We cast our woe and care, 

For our down-trodden brother 
We'll breathe an earnest prayer; 


A prayer that our kind Father 
Would haste the blessed hour— 
The time of their deliverance . 

From the oppressor’s power. 


Plead with their erring masters 
To let the captive go, 
That as they hope for mercy, 
They must that mercy show. 
April Ist, 1857. P. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 


Covetousness vs. Christianity—No. 1. 


The most prolific sin of the Christian 
world, in this age, when men are run- 
ning to and fro and knowledge increas- 
es, seems to be that of covetousness. 
Nearly all the commissions of crime 
and the omissions of Christian dnty, 
may properly be traced to the indal- 
gence of this vile passion. We are 
struck with amazement when we con- 
sider the present state of the world, 


faith, and pierc 


and behold its commotion and the in- 
crease of knowledge. Truly, ‘‘to the 
making of books,’’ and the increase of 
knowledge facilities, ‘‘ there is no end.”’ 
With this, however, we are not un- 

tified, were it done with an eye 
single to the Christian elevation of man- 
kind and to the glory and honor of our 
divine Master. Christendom, ‘‘in all 
its gettings,” seems to be getting 
knowledge, but all to subserve in 
amassing wealth and worldly honor. 
To this end, every latent power of body 
and soul combined is brought to bear. 
All the nobler powers of the soul are 


crippled and crushed by riveting the 


whole man, body and spirit, down to 
the sensual treasures of earth, to gratify 
the zdolatrous desires and lusts; for 
it is said, ‘* Covetousness is idolatry,”’ 
which is classed with the most heinous 
crimes known to man, and is a direct 
violation of a positive command. Yet, 
notwithstanding this, ‘‘What, O! what 
shall I do, to accumulate riches and be 
honored of men?” is the lamentable 
cry resounding from East to West, and 
mournfully echoing in all the so-called 
Christian churches. Heedless of the 


lfearful, yet admonitions 


which saith, *“* They that will be rich, 
fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destruction and 
perdition. For the love of money is 
the root of all evil: which while some 
coveted after, they have erred from the 
themselves through 
with manysorrows. Butthou,O! man 
of God, flee these things, and follow 
after righteousness, goodness, faith, 
love, patience, meekness. Go to, now, 
ye rich man, weep and howl for your 
miseries that shall come upon you. 
Your riches are corrupted, and your 
garments are moth-eaten. Your gold 
and silver is cankered; and.the rust of 
them shall be a witness against yon, 
and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. 
Ye have heaped treasures together for 


the last days. Behold, the hire of the 
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laborers who have reaped down your 
fields, which is of you kept back by 
fraud, crieth; and the cries of them 
which have reaped are entered into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have 
lived in pleasure on the earth, and been 
wanton ; ye have nourished your hearts, 
as ina day of slaughter.” I say, heed- 
less of all such holy admonitions, they 
rush in frantic flight, down, down to 
the perdition of ungodly men.”’ 

It may very properly be said, that 
the first vile production of covetousness 
is discontentment, which, when only 
partially matured, destroys all the hap- 

iness of earth and hopes of heaven. 
or the Scriptures saith, ‘* Let your 
conversation be without covetousness ; 
and be content with such things as ye 
have: for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.’”? O, how 
different the practice of latter-day Chris- 
tians! If they are providentially hin- 
dered when they would be plowing, 
planting, sowing, or reaping—if, after 
they have expended the proper means 
and labor to produce an abundant crop, 
it is light—if it is cold or hot, wet or 
dry, when they would that it were 
otherwise—or if they are necessarily 
disappointed by sickness or aught else, 
they are always murmuring— never 
wanting for a cause to complain of the 
ee of their rightful, merciful 
vereign; never ready nor willing 
to contribute any thing for beneficent 
purposes; and if they are approached 
on the subject, by whining pleas and 
piteous faces they get off with as little 
as possible—the less, the better for 
them, for money is their god, and they 
need all they can get! They will never 
drive a bargain unless sure of more 
than value received, or the dest end. 
In hiring a workman, they hem and 
they haw, and will never hire except 
at reduced wages, however poor the 
workman may be. Ifa man works for 
them till he starves out, its nothing to 
them ; their business is to make money, 
whether others live or not. 


Thus, starving themselves and others 
in the midst of plenty, downward the 
go, with speed increasing as age ad- 
vances—the farther the faster ; step by 
step getting farther from content and 
heaven, until finally they worry out a 
life of vexation and disappointment. 
Not having done themselves nor any 
one else any good, their end is among 
the condemned spirits, with no merci- 
ful hand to wipe the tear of piercing 
sorrow, no music to greet the ear but 
the hideous sound of weeping, wailing, 
gnashing of teeth, the howling of de- 
mons, and the roaring of eternal flames! 
Then can they truthfully exclaim, ‘O! 
wretched man that I am, who shall de- 
liver me from the body of this death ?”’ 

E. Pagerr. 

Chariton, Iowa, June 6, 1857. 


Letter of Brother Goodwin. 


Our readers will recollect that we 
published some months ago, some ac- 
count of the doings of the Noblesville 
brethren since the union which was 
effected about the first of January last. 
Among other things, we published a 
letter from Brother Stoops to Brother 
Goodwin requesting him, as chairman 
of the committee, to issue a call for the 
re-assembling of said committee. At 
that time we had not seen the reply, 
and did not see it until our attention 
was called to it by Brother Goodwin. 
We, however, most cheerfully comply 
with his request to publish it, even at 
this late date, that our readers may 
learn his reasons for declining to re- 
assemble the committee. It will not 
perhaps be amiss to add, that we fully 
concur with Brother Goodwin’s opinion 
relative to the incompetency of that 


committee to take any further action _ 


in the case. 
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ELDER E. GOODWIN‘S REPLY. them, they adjourned sine die. Hence, 


Broraer Stoops: Yours in behalf|they have no more powcr in the case 
of the church in Nobiesville, request-|than any other brethren, unless their 
ing me to call the committee that in-|relation to the church as preachers of 
vestigated the difficulties formerly ex-|the gospel gives them authority, and 
isting among the brethren in your place, |if that position were admitted, any 
together again for the urpose of in- other accredited ministers of the gospel 
quiring into the acts of brethren in re-| would have equal powers. | 
lation to the decision of said committee,| If further investigation be necessary, 
came to hand yesterday. a new committee must be organized, 


I doubt my authority to make such | and, in such case it would, in my judg- 
a call, or the authority of the commit- | ment, be better to have that committee 
tee to act in the case upon my eall. com ed of persons who were not on 
This committee was mutually chosen | the former committee, and persons who 
by two bodies, professing to be the| have no connection with your difficul- 
disciples of Christ. They were chosen | ties, and who know little or nothing 
for a special purpose, and when they about them. Yours, in hope, 
had discharged the duties assigned E1yan Goopwin. 


EDITOR’S TABLE. 


Tue Biste 1s Germany. We learn| Anniversary oF THE American BIBLE 
through the Secretary of the American Bi-| Union. We learn from a recent commu- 
ble Union, that by the indefatigable labors | nication by the Corresponding Secretary, 
of Elder J.G. Oncken, thesacred Scriptures | that the meeting is expected to be one of 
are being rapidly disseminated in that/unusualinterest. Some of the most prom- 
land. ‘The pecuniary means necessary, |inent advocates of the Revision enterprise 
has mainly been afforded him. by the Bible| will be present, and address the Union. 
Union. Nearly 100,000 Bibles and Tes-|It will be held in the meeting house of 
taments have already been put in circu-|the First Baptist Church, corner of Broome 


lation, through this channel. By the ap-|and Elizabeth streets, New York, com- 


pointment of Brother Oncken, and sus-|mencing on the 7th of October next, at 9 
tained by the Bible Union, Hamburg, o’clock, A.M. Those who purpose at- 
Holstein, Hildesheim, Hanover, Bueke-|tending are requested to give notice of 
burg, and Bremerhaven, each have anj|their intention as early as possible, that 
efficient laborer preaching the Word, and|arrangements for their accommodation 
distributing the living oracles to the mor-|may be made. A committee will be found 
ally destitute. Nearly $17,000 have been|at the Bible Rooms; No. 850 Broome 
expended in this laudable work, and more | street, on Wednesday morning, who will 
funds are greatly needed. All money |assign places of accommodation to stran- 
forwarded to the Bible Union for that| gers during the meetings. 

purpose, whether in large or small sums, ya 
will be applied to that work without any| Curistian Sunpay Scuoot Liprary. 
charge for agency. Every 15 cents will Fifty volumes of this long looked-for pub- 
pay for a Testament, and every 50 cents/lication, have just been issued from the 
for a Bible. press of Messrs. Lippincott & Co., Phila- 
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delphia, and are for sale at $8.00 per set. 
We have not had an opportunity to judge 
of the matter, but the mechanical execu- 
tion is fully equal to the best Sunday 
School books we have seen. 


American Stave Cope. As 
this book is not to be found at any book- 
store in this city, we have made arrange- 
ments with the owner of the plates by 


— 


Yearty Meetines, For 
Bedford, Ohio, Friday 4th; Akron, O., 
Friday 11th; Lorain county, O., Friday 
18th. All of these will continue over the 
following Lord’s Days, and perhaps sev- 
eral days longer. 


‘(Western Reserve Ectectic 
vTuTe.”’ We have received the seventh 
annual catalogue of this flourishing Insti- 


which we can furnish it by mail, pre-paid, | tution, for the year ending June, 1857, 


for 92 cents, or 75 cents for the book 
alone. It is an invaluable work to those 
who wish to study the legal bearings of 
the ‘‘ Peculiar institution.’’ 


AmatcaMATion!! On the Ist of Jan- 
uary next, the ‘‘Christian Age,’’ and 
‘*‘ American Christian Review,’’ are to be 
merged into one wéekly sheet; the pub- 
lisher of the latter having purchased the 
former. We learn the new paper made 
of tha twain, will bear the name of the 
junior periodical. The MNorth- Western 
Christian Magazine will then be the only 
monthly in Ohio, claiming to advocate the 
interests of the ‘‘ current reformation.” 


Water Cuore Jovurnar.” We 
are in receipt of all the recent Nos. of this 
deservedly popular work, to date. We 
consider it one of our most valuable ex- 
changes ; each number is worth more than 
the price of the whole volume. The poor 
man cannot afford towlo without it, and 
the rich man cannot well supply its place 
with his money. We wish it may find 
its way to every family in the land. 


Bravutirut Eneravines. We have re- 
ceived from the enterprising firm of James 


Challen & Sons, Philadelphia, a well ex- ) 


ecuted and very fine view of the N. W.C. 
University building at Indianapolis ; also, 
a portrait of Elder T. M. Allen, of Mis- 
souri. Price 25 centseach. Handsomely 
framed, they would make beautiful orna- 
ments either for the parler or study. 


by which we learn that the whole number 
of students in attendance was 440—204 
ladies, and 236 gentlemen. TZen States 
wens represented. 


Errata. In the August No. of the 
Magazine, a mistake in the name of Bro- 
ther N. Dunshee was overlooked, until it 
was too late to correct it. The types 
made it read ‘‘Banshee,’’ instead of Dun- 
shee. 


| OrGanization. As we are likely to 
have both sides of this subject ably dis- 
cussed in the Magazine, our readers will 
‘not fail to give the articles a careful pe- 
rusal. The subject, although by some 
considered trite, is nevertheless of much 
practical importance. We have no doubt 
the investigation will be conducted in a 
Christian spirit, and that light will be 
elicited in the premises. 

Artictes. Fully convinced that 
long articles, as a general thing, are not 
always read by those who patronize pe- 
riodical literature, we would suggest to 
our kind contributors the propriety of 
writing short and often. From three to 
siz pages of well written foolscap, makes 
a very pretty sized article. 


Crxcrxnatt Sunpay Scuoorts. There 
are in this city about one hundred Sunday 
Schools, in which are taught some thirteen 


are Episcopal Methodist, 17 Presbyterian, 
10 Baptist, 4 Episcopal, 3 Congregational, 


thousand children. Of these schools, 28 ... 
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